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Central America and Caribbean: Shipments of Iron Ore Fines and Nickel Ore 

 

The Association would like to draw Members’ attention to a recent BIMCO advisory, which 

addresses possible concerns in respect of shipments of iron ore fines and nickel ore originating 

from ports in Central America and the Caribbean. 

 

The Association also recently had a matter concerning operations in that area which necessitated 

further investigations. 

 

Information gathered during this investigation revealed that old mining operations may be being 

brought “back on line”, but that there may be limited local expertise in respect of the issue 

liquefaction which can affect mineral bulk cargoes, particularly iron ore (although other cargoes, 

notably nickel, fluorspar, coal and bauxite have also been known to suffer this problem). 

 

In particular there may be limited local facilities to undertake consistent and accurate testing of 

cargo, which of course is critical for the issuing of valid cargo certificates (which, as per IMSBC, 

have to be provided to the vessel in advance of loading). 

 

The Association would like to remind Members of the importance of ensuring that all care is 

taken before loading bulk cargoes that may be prone to the risk of liquefaction and the 

Association has previously issued extensive guidance on the matter which can be found in the 

dedicated section of our website. 

 

If Members have any concerns or queries they are asked to contact the Association without delay. 

 

 

 

Source of Information: Skuld P&I Club 

                   

 

ALCO Circulars are issued regularly and contain important information such as Loss Prevention article, News, and 

Case Studies. It is specially designed for the clients of Andrew Liu & Co., Ltd, with intention of providing the latest 

information from shipping insurance market. Recently issued circulars can also be found on our website 

www.andrewliu.com.hk. For further information, please contact our Marketing Department via 0086 21 60399288 

or marketing@andrewliu.com.hk. 

ANDREW LIU & CO LTD 

        Circular from SKULD 

Date: 15 April 2013   

25th Floor, Fortis Bank Tower 

No. 77-79 Gloucester Road,Wanchai, Hong Kong 

http://www.andrewliu.com.hk/
mailto:marketing@andrewliu.com.hk

